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The room was set for May 13th, then planned for 
October 6, Gary Rubin, Honoree and his wife, Linda along 
with their family and friends were ready and we and YOU 
were ready as well! Then COVID-19 came as an uninvited 
guest and ended this party. Despite our not being together, 
over $115,000 was raised thanks to Gary’s friends and all 
of those who support FELS year after year. On behalf of 
Gary and his family and our children and families, we are 
extremely grateful for your financial support during these 
most difficult times.

LOVE OUR KIDS CELEBRATION
HOPEFULLY A SPRING 2021 EVENT
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Dear Friends, 

My favorite time of the year is Fall, the leaves are changing colors, the 
Eagles are on TV, and change is in the air. It’s a time that inspires 
reflection on what we have accomplished in the year that has gone by, 
excitement for what our new goals will be in the one that is yet to come, 
and all the things we are grateful for.  After two decades in education 
administration, I am coming home.   As the new President and CEO of 
FELS, I am excited to take the reins of this incredible 109 + year old 

organization and am grateful for the Board’s confidence in me.  When I saw that Maddy was 
retiring, I saw a unique opportunity to lead an organization whose mission resonated with my 
values, and I am honored and delighted to be here. 

Federation Early Learning has a special place in my heart, I worked at the Paley center in the 
after-school program and as s camp counselor for over 4 years.  That experience gave me the first 
entry into the world of education.  Subsequent to that position, I graduated from Rutgers Law 
School, went on to practice law and for the last 20 years have been in education administration.  
My career has been diverse from working in the High School Office for The School District of 
Philadelphia, to help leading Delaware County Intermediate Unit, to my last position being the 
CEO of University Prep Schools, the largest charter school network in Detroit MI.   

I would like to thank my predecessor, Maddy Malis, for making this transition seamless. 
Maddy has been a leading champion of children throughout her career and I am grateful for her 
continued dedication to this organization and those we serve.  
 
As we embrace the change of seasons, I will be sharing with you our stories, our 
accomplishments, and our challenges; knowing that together we build upon the solid foundation 
put in place over a century ago.  
 

Most importantly, over 109 years of service to our community would not happen without you  
Over the next few weeks, I will be reaching out to introduce myself personally. I look forward to 
having an opportunity to get to know you – our donors, volunteers and partners.  
 
Warmly, 

 
Mark Ornstein 
President and CEO 
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We want to take this opportunity to recognize the following for their generous support but also please 
visit FELSkids.org to view the Tribute Book, as well as the list of everyone who gave. 

BENEFACTORS         
Carol Blank Barsh 
The Haverford Trust Company 
PNC Bank 
Helene Rosenfeld 
Gary and Robin Lassin 
Ron and Harriet Lassin 

 

ADVOCATES            
Brinker Simpson & CO. LLC 
Jill and Mark Fishman 
Ellen Friedman 
Dr. Jim and Karen Kantor 
Dr. Eydie Rudman  
Impact Group, P.C.  
One Digital Health and Benefits 
Morrison Cogen LLP 
Ellen and Bernie Kolodner 
Jerome Ralph 
Ellen Scolnic 
White and Williams  LLP 
Marcia and Ted Wasserman and Family 
Mr. and Mrs. David Wolk 

PATRON 
               Sandy and David Axelrod  CHOP Care Network/Dr. David Pollack 
                 Lynne and Bill Garbose        Susan and Peter Henson  
                    Ron Perilstein                                                   David Pudlin 
                                                            Gail Rosenberg 
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FELS Board Salutes 
FREDDA SATINSKY

LEADER, MENTOR AND FRIEND TO MANY

WELCOME
Susan Dagdigian 

Director of Programs

 For 42 years Fredda has impacted the lives of 
many staff, children, and their families. She began 
her career as the Center Director at the Lassin Early 
Learning Center, was promoted to the Director of 
Programs, and eventually to Senior Vice President, 
in which she was a vital number of the team.

Fredda, thank you for your commitment and dedication to our 
children and families over the years.

Always a smile, a warm greeting and a helping hand. Fredda’s caring and 
tireless passion to help FELS thrive has made a difference for 

thousands of families.
Marcia Wasserman, Past Board Chair

For Fredda, the children always come first. As a working mother herself, she 
instinctively understands the daily challenges so many FELS families face.     

A tireless advocate for high quality child care, Fredda is a skilled professional 
and a warm and caring role model. Ready to jump into any project, from 
fundraising for new playground equipment to cultivating the support of 

elected officials, Fredda’s experience, expertise and empathy 
will be hard to replace.

Ellen Scolnic, Board Member

Fredda’s passion for her work was evident from the moment we met. It has 
been an absolute pleasure discussing marketing strategies and a breath of 

fresh air to work alongside someone with such unparalleled experience 
and an open mind.

Taka Agawa, Board Member

Fredda has lived our tagline –the best of everything from the beginning; 
her dedication never waned. She has impacted the lives of so many staff, 

children, and their parents; many who still recall her determination, 
warmth, and caring nature to this day.

Maddy Malis, President and CEO

 It is with much excitement that FELS 
announces Susan Dagdigian as our Director of 
Programs. Susan is a seasoned early childhood 

professional with over 25 years of experience in early childhood education; 
with direct, supervisory and management experience. 

 Prior to starting at FELS, her background includes managing programs 
for the Malvern School, The Giving Tree Daycare & Preschool, Chesterbrook 
Academy, and the University of Delaware’s Early Learning Center which 
received the Governor’s Award for Excellence in Early Care and Education. 
Susan holds a Master’s degree in Organizational Management, which helps to 
give her the skills and insights needed to advise and support our programs. 

 In addition. Susan has shepherded programs through the rigorous NAEYC 
accreditation process helping them to meet exemplary, national standards. 
She has been a Child Development Associate (CDA) advisor and a PQAS 
trainer, two critical professional development roles. Susan was also an early 
intervention program coordinator and will be working closely with FELS 
Child Development Specialist to support our children with special needs. Her 
experience as a classroom teacher, early in her career, helped to provide her 
with the knowledge, techniques and understanding needed to help mentor 
FELS teaching staff. 

 Susan has hit the ground running at warp speed, overseeing, and 
implementing the new COVID-19 protocols to ensure the health and safety 
of our children, families and staff. It is with great pleasure we welcome her to 
our FELS family.

SALUTE AND WELCOME

2   FELS: Early Learning Services

A New Year and 
New Beginnings.

 On behalf of my colleagues and 
fellow board members, I want to wish 
everyone a safe, healthy and sweet New 
Year. While a new year is in front of us, 
this present calendar year has been one 
of enormous challenges, locally and 
globally.

 At the beginning of this pandemic, Maddy Malis, President 
and CEO, led the FELS Senior Team and staff in keeping FELS 
operational during the closure and also preparing to reopen 
under strict Center for Disease Control guidelines. Following 
these protocols, our Centers opened and remain safe and 
operational. To date we have close to 400 children enrolled. 
When we closed in March, we had 800+ children.

 Our longtime CEO, Maddy Malis announced her retirement 
in February. A successful search took place with the hiring of 
Mark Ornstein, who has a deep connection to FELS, having been 
a camp counselor for several years at our Paley ELC, while he 
was in college. On October 12th, we welcomed Mark. We wish 
Maddy all the best in her new life adventures and thank her for 
staying for a few months to ensure a successful transition. (Please 
see Mark’s letter on the front cover.)

 Our partner in our Kol Ami ELC, Congregation Kol Ami, 
announced in December they were putting their property up 
for sale and would be searching in earnest for a new home that 
would accommodate the ELC. During the COVID shutdown, 
a buyer emerged and the anticipated sale will occur in a few 
months. This news and COVID worries precipitated most of our 
families deciding to withdraw their children, resulting in the early 
closing of this program on September 29, 2020.

 We welcomed Susan Dagdigian, Director of Programs. Susan, 
a seasoned ECE leader, hit the ground running and took on 
managing COVID-19 in addition to overseeing all FELS early 
childhood programs. 

 As we face the year ahead that includes COVID-19, safety 
continues to be our No. 1 priority. We remain vigilant and 
continue our focus on delivering the highest quality early 
childhood education, ensuring that our parents can return 
to work confident that their children are well cared for in our 
Centers. 

 Resilient organizations, especially in time of crisis, have 
strong leadership – gifted leaders and governing boards. 
Throughout our history, FELS has had both. FELS continues 
to be a resilient organization, not only because of its strong 
leadership, but because of our dedicated staff and teachers who 
are committed to our children and families. Most importantly, we 
are strengthened because of YOU, individuals who believe in our 
mission and who support us. 

 I ask that in the coming months for your generous support to 
our Annual Giving Campaign. This campaign helps keep our 
Centers open and operational. We are at a critical time where we 
need to lean on our friends for help. I am asking you, our friends, 
to help.

Cathy Seiler
Chair 
Board of Directors

Message from the Board Chair
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FELS AT A GLANCE
FELS AT A GLANCE 

Thanks to a grant for 
computers from  
PNC Foundation, 
these children at the 
Lassin Early Learning 
Center are able to 
do all kinds of    
learning via          
technology. 

Gutman Early Learning Center 
“The Influence of a Teacher 
Can Never Be Erased”       
Christine Otto and         
Stephanie Walsh made 
house calls, from a          
distance, to say hello and  
deliver small gifts to 17 of 
their students. It was easy 
to see how much everyone 
missed each other!    

Kehillah Early Learning Center 

K’tonton Early Learning Center 

Incorporating Science,             
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) into           
lessons teaches children basic 
math skills such as weighing.     
Children completed a weight    
activity where they measured  
apples and compared how many 
Legos it took to equal one apple.  

Our infants taking 
a moment to    
discover their 
sense of touch to 
feel a real Shofar 
and grip an apple. 

From Our Parents COVID-19 Testimonials 
Gutman Early Learning Center - Nicole C: “Gutman ELC is doing a great job during Covid protecting children, staff, and 
families while still creating a feeling of normalcy for the children. Shortly after my daughter returned to school in July, 
masks were mandated; I was immediately stricken with fear that it would be an impossible hurdle. The resiliency and 
willingness to take this challenge on was immediately embraced by the staff. Our family is very grateful to have such a 
wonderful accredited school in our community-- the staff are truly our heroes. “ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Kehillah Early Learning Center  –  Jessica P:  “Before Kehillah reopened, they made an extremely detailed plan,        
communicated that plan effectively with families, and then implemented it to the letter. Even 3 months later, the   
safety measures are being followed as stringently as they were on Day 1. They have somehow managed to get kids  
under 3 wearing masks consistently, which I thought would be impossible.“  

K’tonton Early Learning Center  – Genna B: “I belong to a mom’s group…Most of us have a child or two in daycare 
now. We were talking about how each place is handling everything. After hearing other’s experiences, I am so        
thankful and grateful for all that K’tonton is doing related to COVID precautions. I was in shock to hear how relaxed a 
lot of the places are with safety.”  

Kehillah Early Learning Center  – Lauren S:  “Due to COVID, I was very nervous about sending my daughter back to 
daycare. Kehillah walked the parents through all of the new safety policies and procedures prior to reopening, which 
made me feel better. The center strictly complies with the new safety procedures in place (temp checks, no parents in 
the building, staggered arrival/pickup times, etc.). I feel comfortable dropping her off there every day. The teachers 
and staff do a really great job to make the kids feel safe and happy during these uncertain times.”  

Lassin Early Learning Center 



Make A Difference!YOUR GIFT IS
MEANINFUL
Your United Way Campaign (Donor 
Designate FELS #44) or Annual Giving 
gift will do important things.

By supporting FELS you are helping us to 
provide:

• Tuition assistance to families in need
• Support for children with special needs
• Jewish programming

Thank You for Caring!

Published by FELS Early Learning Services
Myer & Rosaline Feinstein Campus
10700 Jamison Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19116
215.676.7550  /  FELSkids.org

Mark Ornstein, President & CEO

You can always, always give something, 
even if it is only kindness!

—Anne Frank

10700 Jamison Avenue  |  Philadelphia, PA  19116

Caring for Children and Strengthening 
Families for over 100 years


