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Federation Early Learning Services Receives Shade Structure Grant  

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., September 27, 2022 — Federation Early Learning Services (FELS), a leading 
early care and education nonprofit organization serving the Greater Philadelphia area, has been 
awarded a Shade Structure Grant from the American Academy of Dermatology (AAD). The grant 
will enable a permanent shade structure to be built alongside the basketball court and 
swimming pool at Paley Early Learning Center that will protect over 150 children each day from 
the sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays. 
 
“We are very grateful to the American Academy of Dermatology for awarding this grant 
opportunity to FELS and our Paley Early Learning Center,” said FELS President & CEO Taka 
Agawa. “This new shade structure will help us to provide additional measures to help keep our 
young children safe from the sun while still enjoying time outdoors.” 
 
Since its launch in 2000, the AAD’s Shade Structure Grant Program has awarded funding for 
more than 450 shade structures, which provide shade for more than 3.5 million individuals each 
day. Dermatology Partners, the region’s fastest-growing dermatology practice with 27 offices in 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, sponsored FELS’ grant application. “We are always happy to help 
promote smart and healthy skin awareness. When FELS approached us about sponsoring them 
for the Shade Structure Grant it was a no brainer,” said Andrew Kay, Vice President of Growth & 
Business Development. “Kids are always taught about healthy decisions and skin care is often 
forgotten about in these discussions. We hope that the structure not only helps shade kids 
while at FELS but also raises awareness so they make healthy skin decisions for the rest of their 
lives.” 
 
To thank both the AAD and Dermatology Partners, FELS will be holding a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at Paley Early Learning Center for the new shade structure on September 29, 2022 at 
9 a.m. 
 
According to the AAD, skin cancer is the most common cancer in the United States, and it only 
takes one blistering sunburn during childhood or adolescence to nearly double a person’s 
chance of developing melanoma, the deadliest form of skin cancer, later in life. Seeking shade is 
an easy way to reduce the risk of skin cancer, along with covering up and wearing a broad-
spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or higher. 
 
The Shade Structure Grant Program is part of the AAD’s SPOT Skin Cancer™ campaign to reduce 
the incidence of skin cancer by educating the public about effective skin cancer prevention tips. 

For Immediate Release 

 

https://felskids.org/
https://www.aad.org/
http://www.aad.org/spot-skin-cancer/what-we-do/shade-structure-grant-program
https://www.dermpartners.com/


To learn more about the Shade Structure Grant Program or for ways to prevent and detect skin 
cancer, visit SpotSkinCancer.org.  
 

About the AAD: Headquartered in Rosemont, Ill., the American Academy of Dermatology, 

founded in 1938, is the largest, most influential and most representative of all dermatologic 

associations. With a membership of more than 20,000 physicians worldwide, the AAD is 

committed to advancing the diagnosis and medical, surgical and cosmetic treatment of the skin, 

hair and nails; advocating high standards in clinical practice, education and research in 

dermatology; and supporting and enhancing patient care for a lifetime of healthier skin, hair 

and nails For more information, contact the AAD at (888) 462-DERM (3376) or aad.org. Follow 

the Academy on Facebook (American Academy of Dermatology), Twitter (@AADskin), 

Instagram (@AADskin1) and YouTube (AcademyofDermatology). 

About FELS: Federation Early Learning Services (FELS) is a leading early care and education 

nonprofit organization serving children and families from diverse backgrounds across the 

Greater Philadelphia area.  
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